@onnress of the HUnited States
Washington, BE 20515

April 9, 2014

The Honorable Eric Shinseki
Secretary

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Ave, N.W.
Washington, DC 20420

Dear Secretary Shinseki:

This year, as we approach the completion of construction of the new veterans’ hospital
and medical complex at Lake Nona, we would like to request that you consider keeping the
existing clinic and medical facilities at Baldwin Park in service to our veterans. This complex is
a valuable federal asset that must not sit idle once the new medical center opens.

With an increasing veteran population that is already the second largest in the nation,
including those service men and women now returning from overseas conflicts, it is important
that we plan now for their future medical care,

In the past, we have encouraged you to consider keeping this medical care facility open.
We are now asking that you act soon to ensure that the VA will preserve and utilize this much
needed VA property as Florida’s veteran population continues to expand.

The recently opened Lake Nona veterans’ 120-bed nursing facility and 60 bed
domiciliary care unit are already at capacity and the demand for VA services will continue to
grow in the Sunshine State.

These men and women who have faithfully served our nation deserve the very best
medical care and the taxpayers valuable assets must not sit idle.

We thank you for your consideration of this request.
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